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This guide contains affiliate links. If you use these links to buy something I may earn a small commission at zero cost to you – thank you for the support!

Guide 
Video Gear

This short guide is designed to give you some guidance on 
the kit recommended to setup your space for video recording 
and live streaming. 

Whether you are setting up a space in your home, your office 
or a dedicated studio space, the information in this guide will 
help you plan outline the kit required to setup a quality, 
professional space to record and live stream. 

This guide does not outline how to record, edit or live stream 
your videos, but will help you: 

Understand the filming equipment needed - Camera setup, 
audio, lighting, accessories and using your mobile phone! 

Recommendation on kit and accessories with links to Amazon!

Introduction

Email 
kevin@border.digital

Online: 
http://border.digital

Please contact me at any time to discuss or for support with your 
filming requirements!
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85% of businesses now use video, 
standing out in front of competitors 

and building relationships online

MARISCHAL SQUARE, ABERDEEN CITY 
Picture by Kevin Mitchell
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Firstly, 
Set Goals

Before you start ordering equipment, it’s important you plan 
out what you want to achieve, your budget and how it will 
work in your chosen location. 

Know your reality. Should you start small and grow or aim 
big? These are all personal questions and the right answer is 
your answer. 

This isn’t a sprint. This is an investment in content creation; 
one that will grow more value in what you do over time. So 
take the right steps and grow. 

It’s okay to be a little vain. You are making visual content 
here, so creating a space that looks right to you and for your 
audience is a-okay. 

So remember ... 

Set your budget. You can always grow! 

Set a priority. There’s kit you NEED no matter what. 

Know your space. Indoors, well lit, moving around, … 

Be comfortable. Each piece of technology you add is a piece to 
know inside and out. 

Don’t fall for ‘bigger is better’. Invest in kit appropriately. 

Have fun!

Know what you want to achieve
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Sony A Series 
The A series cameras by Sony are highly rated for their power, 
lens options and super fast focussing. 

Sony A7Siii (or ii) - Around £1699 
THE highly rated, 4k video focussed DSLR camera. 
Click to see on Amazon – £1,699 approx. 

Sony A6400 (or 6100) 
A mirrorless, 4k video, compact style camera with all the power 
and lens options for studio content. 
Click to see on Amazon - Around £899 

LUMIX G Series 
The G series of cameras by Panasonic are highly rated for the 
size, power and lens options. 

Lumix GH5 
The flagship 4k video camera, the GH5 capability and quality is a 
favourite for filmmakers and photographers. 
Click to see on Amazon - Around £1,199 

LUMIX G7/G80 
A baby version of GH5 with slightly less production power that 
packs everything you need for online video up to 4k. 
Click to see on Amazon - Around £620

Camera Recommendations

Budget Recommendation: You can use an HD web cam as a budget alternative. Check out the Logitech C9220 on Amazon

https://amzn.to/3tARZ6g
https://amzn.to/33slSvc
https://amzn.to/3f97FZo
https://amzn.to/3vVlbqp
https://amzn.to/3uGrI8k
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Important 
The following accessories are key to your setup 

Camera Lens 
If you are using a DSLR style camera, you will likely need a lens 
unless a suitable lens was provided in the kit. Generally, you will 
want a wider lens (lower ‘mm’ number) with a high aperture to 
provide focus on your subject and blur out the background (low ‘f’ 
number). Recommending a lens is tricky depending on your 
brand, type and need, but the following are a good place to start 
based on the camera recommendations previous. 
 
Sony Camera - Sigma 16mm Lens - Click to see on Amazon 
Sony Camera - Sony 35mm Lens - Click to see on Amazon 
Lumix Camera – Lumix 25mm Lens - Click to see on Amazon 
Lumix Camera - Lumix 14mm Lens - Click to see on Amazon 
 
The above lenses are for guidance only and recommended to 
provide a controlled, visual look. None of the above lenses have 
zoom. You need to research the right lens for you prior to 
investing in lenses for your setup. 

Optional 
The following accessories help connect your camera to your 
PC for recording direct and/or Live Streaming. 

Capture Card 
A capture card connected to the HDMi out of our camera and 
connects into your PC. This is handy recording to PC or Live 
Streaming. 
 
Elgato HD60S+ - Click to see on Amazon 
Elgato Camlink 4k - Click to see on Amazon 
Generic Card - Click to see on Amazon 

Camera Power Adapter 
Cameras are battery powered. These power adapters mimic a 
battery and provide ongoing power to your camera. 
 
Sony A7 Power Adapter - Click to see on Amazon 
Sony A6400 Power Adapter - Click to see on Amazon 
Lumix GH5 Power Adapter - Click to see on Amazon 
Lumix G7/G80 Power Adapter - Click to see on Amazon 

Camera Accessories

https://amzn.to/2SAXrtb
https://amzn.to/2Q9oI5g
https://amzn.to/33yTCXE
https://amzn.to/3uCu73x
https://amzn.to/3tAc4db
https://amzn.to/3tAExj9
https://amzn.to/3fdttDs
https://amzn.to/3ew5xfg
https://amzn.to/3bg90wh
https://amzn.to/3xYuSWX
https://amzn.to/3f5KTl7
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Ensuring you have quality, consistent lighting will result in 
quality capture in your videos time and time again. 

Elgato Key Light Air 
An excellent fixed position light that is flexible and produces an 
excellent spread of light. 
Click to see on Amazon 

Neewer Ring Light 
Ring lights are a great lighting source. 
Click to see on Amazon 

Neewer Panel Light 
Panel lights provide a great, flexible source of soft light. 
Click to see on Amazon 

The amount of lights you need depends on your setup. 

Studio lighting could include a light directly towards your 
subject(s), additional side lights to create balance and 
shadows with a final light behind the subject(s) to outline their 
person. 

For a video light to use when moving around, include a 
camera mounted panel light to light up the areas your 
camera is pointing and focussed towards. 

Finally, strategically placed background lighting can greatly 
lift the aesthetic and interest of your videos. Try different 
colours that match your brand and content! 

Lighting

https://amzn.to/3vTRcyV
https://amzn.to/2RKk3qD
https://amzn.to/3bgu6L2
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Getting quality audio in to your video is just as important as 
the video itself. Adding a microphone in to your setup is a 
must! 

Rode NT-USB 
A desk or arm mounted USB microphone that looks great on 
display and captures great audio. 
Click to see on Amazon 

Rode NTG2 Shotgun Mic 
A broadcast quality overhead shotgun mic that can capture 
audio from video and voice audio capture. 
Click to see on Amazon 

Rode VideoMic Pro+ 
Rode’s flagship on-camera directional shotgun microphone is 
both powerful and flexible. 
Click to see on Amazon 

Rode VideoMicro 
Rode’s budget microphone is a favourite of many for providing 
great audio in a small package. 
Click to see on Amazon

Microphone

https://amzn.to/2R8hjUb
https://amzn.to/3obYoUI
https://amzn.to/3uEzcIE
https://amzn.to/3y0bmt5
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There’s often a never ending supply of both essential and 
handy accessories that support the direct function or setup of 
your kit. The following is list of key accessories worth reviewing 
for your setup. 

Manfrotto Tripod with Video Head 
Manfrotto tripod with a smooth, fluid video head for active camera 
control and movement. 
Click to see on Amazon 

Manfrotto Tripod with Ball Head 
Manfrotto tripod with a ball head for attaching your camera 
Click to see on Amazon 

Neewer Tripod with Video Head - Alternate 
Neewer make excellent quality accessories at a lower price point 
that that of Manfrotto. 
Click to see on Amazon 

DJI Ronin - Camera Stabiliser 
If moving around with your camera, the DJI Ronin will keep your 
camera footage smooth! 
Click to see on Amazon 

Neewer Mounting Stands 
Mounting stands are excellent for lights, teleprompters, etc 
Click to see on Amazon 

Articulating Arm 
These articulating arms are great to attach lights, monitors, etc 
onto an existing tripod, camera or stand. 
Click to see on Amazon 

Mini HDMI to HDMI 
Your camera may require a specific HDMI cable for connecting to 
your PC/Mac, such as a miniHDMi to HDMI. 
Click to see on Amazon 

Mounting Arm 
A desk mounted articulating arm is perfect to hold a microphone, 
light or even a camera. 
Click to see on Amazon - Heavier Payload 
Click to see on Amazon - Lightweight Payload 

Cable Management 
Keep your setup nice and tidy with cable management strips. 
Click to see on Amazon

Additionally ...

https://amzn.to/3o8UBr1
https://amzn.to/3evMDFf
https://amzn.to/3o5nNPV
https://amzn.to/3uCRiej
https://amzn.to/3eykf5f
https://amzn.to/3f61R2N
https://amzn.to/33ADm8s
https://amzn.to/33AFLQw
https://amzn.to/2Q6gP0h
https://amzn.to/33vVq3J
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Last But Not Least … 
Your Phone!

This may be last in my recommendation guide but it is not least! Mobile 
phone cameras have incredible power and can be the perfect video 
camera in certain situations. Seriously … 

I filmed an online campaign with an iPhone 7 Plus which went on to be 
part of an online campaign which won a prestigious national industry 
award! 

Where you do use a mobile phone, I highly recommend you: 

ALWAYS make sure your subject is well lit 
See additional kit recommendations above. 

If moving around whilst filming, consider using a stabiliser 
The DJI Osmo Mobile is an excellent, easy to use stabiliser! 
Click to see on Amazon 

A powerful video camera right in your pocket!

Looking for training on using your 
mobile phone to make video? 

Contact me …

https://amzn.to/2RKIAMc
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Bonus! 
Software

Once you have filmed you content, next you need to edit 
everything together and produce your video. Whether it’s a 
couple of simple clips stitched together or a branded, multi 
camera masterpiece, the production and editing can make or 
break your video! 

So don’t forget to give your edit as much attention as 
filming! 

From PC to  Mac, mobile or desktop, video editing or live 
streaming, here’s a list of software I would recommend you 
check out! 

If you are looking for more guidance or training, please get 
in contact!

Editing your video really is as important as the filming!

Desktop Video Editing 
Adobe Premiere Pro – PC & Mac 

DaVinci Resolve – PC & Mac < From £FREE! 

Final Cut Pro - Mac 

Mobile Video Editing 
LumaFusion - iOS, iPadOS & Android 

Adobe Premier Rush - iOS, iPadOS & Android 

Splice - iOS & Android < From £FREE! 

Live Streaming 
OBS - PC & Mac < From £FREE! 

Vmix - PC & Mac 

Ecamm - Mac

https://brdgtl.in/3f8dkPw
https://brdgtl.in/3eCGffD
https://brdgtl.in/3hdSYqz
https://brdgtl.in/3tACn30
https://brdgtl.in/3hdT0Pd
https://brdgtl.in/3o3rc1D
https://brdgtl.in/3exApvM
https://brdgtl.in/3eAlS2B
https://brdgtl.in/2SvLqFl
https://border.digital/contact/
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Kevin 
Mitchell 

About Me

Based in Aberdeen, Scotland, I work with small local and large 
international corporations. Whether it's building an online 
presence through web, social media or creating video 
content that works. With nearly 20 years experience in 
delivering online solutions for business I have worked with a 
variety of organisations, delivered many firsts and helped all 
embrace and embed web and social media successfully for 
their business. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss how video, 
targeted advertising and online technology can support your 
organisation or you are looking for some direct support, 
please let me know! Until then, go create! 

Kevin Mitchell - Border.Digital 

Collaboration 

An important part of work is collaborating with specialists in different areas. I proudly 
work alongside clients, their teams, suppliers and an ever-growing network of 
freelancers and agencies from design, pr, photography, copyrighting and more… 



  

Kevin Mitchell - Guide - Video Gear - V.10521.2  of 13 13

Now is the time to drive your 
business online, reach your clients 

and new heights!

Email 
kevin@border.digital

Online: 
http://border.digital

BALLATER, ABERDEENSHIRE 
Picture by Kevin Mitchell
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